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APPROVED: ____________________________ 
 Blair King, City Manager 

CITY OF LODI 
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION                             
 
TM 

 
 
AGENDA TITLE:  Authorize Contingency Fee Payment to Folger, Levin & Kahn, LLP, for the 

 Hartford Litigation. 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2007 City Council Meeting 
 
PREPARED BY:         City Attorney’s Office         __ 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Authorize Contingency Fee Payment to Folger, Levin & Kahn, 

 LLP, for the Hartford Litigation. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The City Council approved a Contingency Fee Agreement with the 

law firm of Folger Levin & Kahn on March 21, 2007, for the Hartford 
litigation. 

 
The Contingency Fee Agreement capped all monthly fees at $50,000 plus expert fees and costs starting 
February 1, 2007.  Folger, Levin & Kahn would also recover 25% of all recoveries from the City’s 
insurance carriers in excess of $4 million. 
 
Attached is an invoice from Folger Levin & Kahn for contingency fees in the amount of $1,603,125.00.  
Although several of the settlements call for extended payment terms, Folger Levin & Kahn requests 
Council authorize payment of their full contingency up front.  Their request is reasonable in light of the 
facts that:  1) the contingency is roughly equal to what we would have been billed on a monthly basis; 
and 2) Folger Levin & Kahn has already expended the hours on the recovery.  Accordingly, I recommend 
Council authorize immediate payment of the contingency amounts. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
 
FUNDING AVAILABLE: Water Fund 
   
 
       Approved: 
 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Stephen Schwabauer, City Attorney 
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